
INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY: Walk around to review the drafted character areas and recommendations. 
Following your review, you can add any additional comments to the character areas or add new 
recommendations you feel are necessary but might not be mentioned.

This survey is to help us understand who has participated in this process.  Information will not 
be used for anything other than documenting the participation in the planning process. Please 
do not include any personal information on this form.

GROUP ACTIVITY: Review the following planning topics. Then rate whether or not you support 
it as a topic that should be addressed in the comprehensive plan update. Record any additonal 
comments in the space provided.
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Prepared By:

Welcome! Thank you for attending the Plan Newtown 
Public Open House. We are excited that you have taken 
the opportunity to provide your input in shaping the 
future of the village. The following exercises will be a 
mix of group and individual activities and the discussion 
will revolve around planning topics that need to be 
addressed in the comprehensive plan update.

Review of current trends and forces; vision and 
values survey results; and assessment of the 1998 
Comprehensive Plan have brought to light a series of 
planning topics that the community feels should be 
addressed in this update.

Please return your completed worksheets at the 
end of the workshop.

This workbook is comprised of three sections:

Part 1: Planning Topic Review

Part 3: Character Area Review

Part 4: Exit Questionnaire

GROUP ACTIVITY: Review the drafted goals and corresponding objectives. Then rate whether or 
not you support it as a goal that is viable for the village. Following your rating, you can add any 
additional comments to the goal or add new goals and objectives in the space provided.

Part 2: Goals and Objectives Review



PART 1: PLANNING TOPIC REVIEW

INSTRUCTIONS
The following are general planning topics that were brought 
to attention from public input (vision and values survey) and 
comments from the steering committee.

As a group, review the provided planning topics and 
recommendations. Then rate your level of support for the 
topic and its recommendations as viable and important to 
include in the comprehensive plan update.

Provide any additional recommendations, comments, or 
suggestions in the space provided. If you feel there is a 
topic that is important, but has not been mentioned, please 
provide it in the space labeled “Additional Planning Topics 
and Recommendations” on the back of this worksheet.

You may also use the additional space if you begin to run 
out of room under a topic. Just be sure to label which topic 
the comments belong to.

COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND IDENTITY
Recommendations

• Focus on collaborative public events between 
the village, businesses, neighborhoods, and other 
organizations.

• Establish a cohesive village brand for the village to 
be used on marketing materials, wayfinding signage, 
and gateway development.

• Ensure future development and redevelopment 
supports the village’s small town charm.

• Preserve historic homes to support the community 
charm.

LAND USE
Recommendations

• Encourage redevelopment with desired character 
and scale along US 32 and Church Street.

• Protect industrially zoned land from residential 
encroachment or rezoning to preserve it for 
economic development.

• Adopt Village Center design guidelines and facade 
improvement standards including material and color 
palettes. 

• Create gateway design guidelines or standards and 
address wayfinding and lighting design.

Land Use Comments/Suggestions

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support

Character and Identity Comments/Suggestions

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support

NATURAL AND HISTORIC FEATURES
Recommendations

• Utilize Lake Barber as a public space.

• Explore more opportunities to create additional 
recreational spaces such as sports fields.

• Evaluate how the village can be proactive in the 
event of a flood.

• Preserve green space as village continues to develop 
and redevelop.

• Embrace the bike trail and the Little Miami River.

Natural and Historic Resources Comments/Suggestions

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support



TRANSPORTATION
Recommendations

• Focus on improvements to reduce traffic congestion 
at primary intersections; especially US 32 and Church 
Street.

• Make access, safety, and capacity improvements 
along US 32.

• Explore feasibility to reduce speed limit around the 
Village Center.

• Strategically evaluate the development/
redevelopment of the Auto Corridor along US 32.

• Require service road connections and other access 
management techniques as development continues 
in the area.  

• Evaluate the need for alternative transportation 
routes to relieve traffic congestion along US 32.

• Incorporate bike trail, sidewalks, and streetscaping in 
all modifications to existing roadways.

• Develop a pedestrian network plan and upgrade 
sidewalk connections where missing to promote 
walkability.

• Install wayfinding signage to destination points and 
public spaces throughout the village and to direct 
traffic along alternative routes to reduce congestion 
through the Village Center. 

• Adopt streetscape and road type design cross 
sections to ensure all new roads and improvements 
are cohesive in function and aesthetics. 

• Improve existing sidewalks and sidewalk connectivity 
to increase walkability.

• Require bike racks and/or bike lanes in urban design 
and site development standards.

• Create new street and landscaping standards for 
public right-of-way to include trees and greenspace 
(i.e. boulevards and parkways).

Transportation Comments/Suggestions

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support

Additional Planning Topics and Recommendations



PART 2: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
REVIEW

INSTRUCTIONS
Review the draft goals and objectives. Then, as a group, rate 
your level of support as a goal for the village. Provide any 
additional recommendations, comments, or suggestions 
in the space provided. If you feel there is a topic that is 
important, but has not been mentioned, please provide it in 
the space labeled “Additional Goals and Objectives” on the 
back of this worksheet.

You may also use the additional space if you begin to run 
out of room under a goal. Just be sure to label which goal 
the comments belong to.

Goal 1: Newtown will be a charming family-friendly 
village, with an identity that builds on its historic 
community character and cultural resources.

Objectives

• Establish a visual theme and cohesive brand and image 
that is carried throughout the public spaces in the village

• Preserve historic character and landmarks as the 
community grows and develops

• Design, build, and maintain public spaces to encourage 
community events, provide open space and recreation, 
and maintain character contributing natural features and 
landscapes

• Adopt development standards or guidelines to manage 
character and quality of development

Goal 2: Newtown will have a thriving economy and 
environment that serves its citizens, welcomes local 
business and industry, and promotes economic in-
vestment within the village.  

Objectives

• Invest in the Main Street corridor to become an active 
destination in the village

• Encourage and incentivize properties owners to improve 
and maintain the look of their properties

• Reinvest in Church Street neighborhoods and commercial 
areas

• Promote and support local businesses to conduct business 
in the village

• Market available properties to potential tenants or 
developers

• Target sites for redevelopment, infill, or growth 
and prioritize efforts and resources on supporting 
development in these locations

Goal 1 Comments/Suggestions Goal 2 Comments/Suggestions

Goal 3: Newtown will have high quality of life with 
where citizens are welcomed and engaged, and the 
community is proud to call the village home.

Objectives

• Encourage community pride and support

• Establish more community events and engagement 
opportunities 

Goal 3 Comments/Suggestions

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support
1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support
1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support



Goal 4: Newtown will preserve its environmental 
resources to promote individual and community 
well-being.

Objectives

• Develop a flood mitigation program to reduce potential 
impacts of flooding

• Utilize Lake Barber as a community asset

• Explore opportunities to establish more recreational assets 
such as bike paths and sports fields

• Protect and maintain parks and green spaces

• Mitigate the impacts of the limestone mine on the 
community

Goal 5: Newtown will have an interconnected and 
efficient transportation network.

Objectives

• Encourage multi-modal forms of transportation

• Improve safety and access throughout the village to 
people on foot or bikes

• Improve and maintain transportation infrastructure 
including sidewalks, trails, and roadways

• Improve traffic flow in and around the village

Goal 4 Comments/Suggestions Goal 5 Comments/Suggestions

Additional Goals and Objectives

1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support
1 - Do not 
support 2 3 4 5 - Completely 

support


