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EMILY CROW
◦ Comp Plans, Area Plans, Land Use Planning and Design 

Guidelines
◦ 18+ years experience
◦ Written more than 40 Comprehensive Plans

RACHEL GOMBOSCH
◦ General Planning and Communications
◦ 2+ years experience
◦ Innovative and user-friendly documents
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is leading the process? The planning process is being led by a steering committee that was appointed by the Mayor as a cross section of the community. The steering committee is charged with meeting on a regular basis to guide the planning consultant (McBride Dale Clarion) in the creation of several milestone deliverables and to process and reflect on information and input provided by the broader public over the next year.As a member of the steering committee you are agreeing to: Attend the scheduled meetings  (5-6 over the next 8 months)Review documents and materials Come prepared with questions and commentsParticipate in civil and open dialogue about challenging topicsServe as a liaison to your neighbors and social networks Bring important topics and issues to the attention Direct any request from the media for comments to city officials Communicate to Village staff and consultants any concerns you may have



Our Experience
Comprehensive 

Plans

Downtown 
Plans

Area Plans

Redevelopment 
Plans

Citizen 
Participation

Zoning 
Regulations

Design 
Standards

Harrison, OH
Culpeper, VA
Purcellville, VA
Cleveland, TN
Mason, OH
Blue Ash, OH
Montgomery, OH
Springdale, OH
Franklin, TN
Huber Heights, OH



Our Philosophy

is to focus on community values, the market 

demand and policy capacity for growth in 

communities, and the recognition of the realities of 

the political, built, and natural environment as the 

framework to provide direction on all the other 

components of the comprehensive plan.

Respect Individual 
Community 

Character

Practical Actions

User Friendly 
Documents

Sound Intelligent 
Information



About the Comprehensive Plan

Vision

Goals & Objectives

Physical 
Plan/Development

Implementation/Action 
Work Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a comprehensive plan?A comprehensive plan is a long-range statement of a community’s vision for the future. It provides guidance for decision making related to development, preservation, and the provision of services and public facilities. It is a formal policy document that is adopted by the village but is implemented through zoning regulations, and other ordinances, laws, and actions of the village.Why is Newtown preparing a comprehensive plan?The Village prepared the last comprehensive plan in the late 1990’s.  The plan is now 20+ years old and much has changed.  While some of the guiding language may still be relevant, the Village officials no longer have the decision making guidance they need for critical land use, development, and capital improvement projects.  The village hopes to develop an updated vision and supporting recommendations that have been embraced and developed with the community’s input. By doing so, the comprehensive plan will assist in ensuring that any future priorities and decisions are made with the citizen’s vision in mind.



Topics 

Community 
Character and 

Design

Economic 
Development

Redevelopment 
and 

Reinvestment

Historic 
Preservation

Natural 
Resource 

Preservation

Recreation and 
Parks Housing

Community 
Facilities and 

Services



Process and Work Schedule

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of a Comprehensive PlanOutline a long-range statement of the community’s vision for the futureProvide strategic guidance for decision making related to development, redevelopment, preservation, and the provision of services and public facilitiesServe as formal policy document endorsed by the Planning Commission and adopted by Village CouncilWhat is in a Comprehensive PlanComprehensive plans typically provide land use, infrastructure, and policy recommendations for a variety of topics including:Community Character and DesignEconomic DevelopmentRedevelopment and ReinvestmentHistoric PreservationNatural Resource PreservationRecreation and ParksHousingCommunity Facilities and ServicesThe recommendations are direction for village administration and elected leaders to assist in decision making on projects, regulations, and programs that seek to support a high-quality of life for current and future residents and businesses.



Communications
• Flyers & Posters
• Digital Notifications on the Village Website and 

Social Media
• Email Notifications
• Press Releases
• Website Portal (www.PlanNewtown.com)

Input Opportunities
• Vision & Values Survey
• SWOT Mapping
• Policy Exploration Workshop
• Plan Review and Comment Surveys
• Plan Review Open House
• Public Hearings for Adoption

Public Outreach & Engagement



Tentative Meeting Schedule
STEERING COMMITTEE

Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00 P.M. (8:30 P.M. if needed)

Held at the Village Police Station
1. May 29, 2019
2. July 24, 2019
3. September 4, 2019
4. November 6, 2019
5. December 4, 2019

PUBLIC EVENTS (TBD time and location)
• Policy Exploration Workshop- October 2, 2019
• Open House (Plan Review)- January 22, 2020



Analysis
TRANSPORTATION

LAND USE

NATURAL AND 
HISTORIC FEATURES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have started the physical analysis of the Village to identify the factors that will influence the future of the community.  Part of that is identification of the current land useLocation of natural and historic featuresThe Hierarchy of the local transportation network



Transportation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The transportation network is oriented around 32 and Church Street as the major throughfares and Round Bottom Road and Little Dry Creek as major collectors.  The remainder of the Villages networks are small separate local networks identifiable by subdivisions and eras of development.  These local networks load onto 32, Chruch Street, Round Bottom, or Little Dry Creek. The village is a critical link in the Eastern Corridor project which is ongoing. 



Land Use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the Hamilton County Auditor information and aerial images we identified the existing land uses for each parcel in the village.  Public Parks and recreation are included with the Public-SemiPublic lands. And private open spaces and recreation facilities are shown separately. This information will be used in the next step of the process to help identify capacity for growth and locations for possible redevelopment.  We have identified these areas on the base map for your SWOT activity. 



Existing Land Use
Number of 

Parcels
Average 

Parcel Size
Total 

Acreage

Percent of 
Total 

Acreage
Single-Family 911             0.37 341                  23.1%
Two-Family 15                0.18 3                      0.2%
Multi-Family 143             0.95 136                  9.2%
Mixed Use 9                  0.28 3                      0.2%
Office 22                1.11 24                    1.7%
Commercial 55                1.37 76                    5.1%
Institutional 13                3.67 48                    3.2%
Public/Semi-Public 36                5.19 187                  12.7%
Light Industrial 64                1.17 75                    5.1%
Heavy Industrial 19                5.20 99                    6.7%
Agriculture 4                  15.67 63                    4.2%
Recreation/Green Space 34                4.79 163                  11.0%
Public Utilities 14                2.90 41                    2.8%
Vacant 207             0.93 192                  13.0%
Transportation 42                0.64 27                    1.8%

TOTALS 1,588          - 1,476              100.0%

Existing Land Use 
Composition

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of the properties are single-family homes but land area is differentThe mix of land uses has fiscal implications for the Village.  With many communities seeking at least  30% of the land area to be in commercially productive uses to balance the residual residential and exempt properties in the tax base. 



Existing 
Land Use 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
23% of the land area is dedicated to Single Family homes and about 32% is classified as residential. 7% is commercial/office uses18% is Public/Semi Public or public utilities, and infrastructure (roads)12% is Industrial17% is Agricultural or VacantAnd 11% is in private recreation/openspaceCurrently only 19% of Newtown’s land is in commercial use (office, commercial, industrial)13% of the land is vacant



Natural and Historic Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the base land uses, it is also important to look at the natural and historic resources in the villageWe reviewed the ODNR sources for Flood zones, and the National Registrar of Historic Places for historic resources.  There are some state/federal policies that impact the use of these areas and there may be more locations the Village wants to identify for additional protection or consideration in this process.  See the SWOT activity maps to see these locations and provide comments about what you think should be protected/preserved and changed/redeveloped. 



Next Steps
Publicize the 

online 
activities

• Review Public SWOT Results
• Review Key Findings/Situation Map
• Workshop Vision, Goals, Objectives

Prepare for 
our next 
meeting



Thank You!
COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS?



SWOT Activity STARTING OUR 
SITUATION MAP



SWOT Instructions
BIG IDEAS

1. What are the Village’s strengths and 
opportunities? 

2. What are the biggest threats to the 
Village or weaknesses to work on? 

ON THE MAP

◦ Identify the areas that are special and need 
to be protected with BLUE dots. 

◦ Identify the areas that are problematic and 
need action and strategies for positive 
changes with RED dots. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Threats are things outside of the control of the village, what might we need to prepare for that we can’t actively change? Weaknesses are internal and things we can work to improve through this process. 



SWOT Map
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